:\V/=. VOLUNTARY
-§ e ACTION

7/\ ~ CAMDEN

VAC Membership Benefits Report 2023

Introduction

Last year, many of our members responded to our survey about VAC membership and told us about
both your positive experience and things we could improve.

The majority of those who answered our survey —90.3%- have stated that they have benefitted
from being members of the VAC and that they appreciate VAC’s help in partnerships building.

0.7% of the respondents though are not sure so we are embarking on more visible promotion of
the VAC membership support.
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We have invested in enhancing our membership offer and as part of that, I’'m pleased to
introduce myself as VAC’s Membership Development Officer.

My name is Vania Guetova and | am working to support you with creating sustainable solutions that
will help the local community sector grow and develop and helping to launch a refreshed VAC
training package that meets the needs of our members. | have started the VAC Camden New Groups
Network and am supporting the VAC Networks by sharing important information, providing quality
advice and guidance and offering networking space for peer support and learning.

We asked you what support would you would like to have from VAC to assist with building new
community partner relationships and to develop the VCS in Camden and you answered as below — in
the order of your most preferred:

e Access to member networking events and training
e Targeted introductions to sector stakeholders

e  Online membership directory

e Community event calendar



You said, we listened and here are the results:

Access to member networking events and training

VAC has created three new Networks - the Camden CEOs Network, Camden New Groups Network
and together with Volunteer Centre Camden we have started the Camden Trustee Network. All of
these are for peer support and sharing learning and experience, information exchange and
partnership work.

The CEO Network is for leaders of local voluntary sector organisations in
Camden to discuss issues and ideas for the mutual benefit of the VCSE. The
Network is there to encourage, guide, support and develop voluntary,
community and social enterprise (VCSE) sector leaders.

Until now, there hasn't been a network in Camden for VCSE CEOs. This is a unique opportunity to
encourage collaboration and to generate and nurture ideas which we know is both valued and
required by our members.

The network will be a forum to discuss the big strategic issues facing your organisation, a place to
share your leadership experiences with others, and to seek the advice and support of your peers.
At a time of such uncertainty, it can be lonely at the top. This is a space to connect, learn, and

share with other leaders from across the Camden Voluntary and Community Sector.
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Our new training packages are available and bookable for online and in person attendance on the
VAC training and events website: https://vac.org.uk/news-and-events/events/

OUR NEW TRAINING OFFER FOR MEMBERS

We have always worked hard to provide comprehensive training

programmes for our members. In response to the latest feedback from
our membership survey, we are pleased to launch our new training
offer for members. This new offer gives VAC members exclusive access

to the following training programmes:

Child safeguarding

Vulnerable adults safeguarding

Safer recruitment

Introduction to good governance

Effective communication

Volunteer management

Fire safety and building compliance, and much more!


https://vac.org.uk/get-involved/forums-and-networks/camden-ceo-network/
https://vac.org.uk/get-involved/forums-and-networks/camden-new-groups-network/
https://vac.org.uk/get-involved/forums-and-networks/camden-trustee-network/
https://vac.org.uk/news-and-events/events/

We have organised guest speaker at these networking events and opportunities for the VCS
organisations to meet the borough decision makers and are planning a series of Meet the Funder
events to create opportunities for the voluntary sector to meet and learn more about funders and
available funding.

Online membership directory

We are delighted to launch a new funding service for Camden community groups and charities.
Our new Voluntary Action Camden 4 Community Portal is a fantastic resource to help groups search
for funding using a number of filters and search options, as well as access helpful guides and funding
news and information.

SEARCH FOR FUNDING

You can access the portal below or directly using this link
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Any group or charity in Camden can register to use the portal to search for the latest funding
opportunities. If you need any help registering or using the portal just get in touch!
VAC are available to offer you grant-finding support- contact us via our web [page

Our online membership directory is just a click away: https://directory.vac.org.uk/
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https://funding.idoxopen4community.co.uk/camdencommunity
https://www.tfaforms.com/4687068
https://directory.vac.org.uk/

Community event calendar

The VAC weekly Newsletter is going out to you via email and on the VAC website every Friday and
provides you with a wealth of information about the VCS in Camden and nationally. It promotes
local and London-wide community events and contains links to other Camden VCS newsletters.
You can receive our news bulletin directly to your inbox - https://vac.org.uk/news-and-
events/newsletter#fsubscribe

Or you can read it on the VAC website: https://vac.org.uk/news-and-events/newsletter/
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